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Our heritage... 


Thara Is an interesting article in the May 
issue of QST about the history of amatour 
licenses. Ihe following article is a summary 
of the government's requlation. 


Before 1912 there was no 
licensing, no regulations, and no 
governing body to oversee “wire- 
less” activities. Mandatory licens- 
ing began when the US Depart- 


ment of Commerce and Labor. 


under the authorily of the Radic 
Act of 1912, created the Amateur 
Firs| Grade and the Amateur 
Second Grade licenses. 


In 1923, the Department of 
Commerce created the Amateur 
Extra First Grade license - a 
license so special (hat it was prin- 
ted on pink paper! Only Amateur 
Extra First Grade licensees there- 
after qualified for “special” station 
licenses, which had distinctive call 
signs and conveyed CW priveleges 
on wavelengths longer than 200 
meters. 


The Radio Act of 1927 
transferred the powcr to issue 
station licenses to the Federal 
Radio Commission (FRC), while 
preserving the authority of the 
Commerce Department’s Radio 
Division to issue operator licenses. 
Later, in 1932, the Radio Division 
and the FRC were merged. 


The Federal Gommunications 
Commission (FOC) succeeded the 
FRC when the Communications Act 
of 1934 became law. The FCC 
revised the regulations in 1951 to 
create the license classes and their 
names as we know thern loday. 


Tid-bits... 


New Repeater Directory 


*** The new edition of the ARRL 
Repeater Directory will debul al the 
Dayton Ham Vention. The 1994-95 
edition has been reorganized for 
easier use “on the run,” and has 
more than 20,000 listings of FM 
repealers, packet systems, and 
propagation beacons. 


License expirations 


*** The US Amateur population 
held steady in January, as the first 
of a large number of license expi- 
ralions began. The FCC added 
2898 licensees and deleted 2282, 
leaving 631,726 licensed amateurs 
at the end of the first month of the 
year. 


License waiting timc 


*** The Amateur license applica- 
tion backlog is on the rise again at 
the FCC. On February 1, 8543 
were pending, and on February 28 
there were 12,868 awailing action, 
according to AHHL-VEC Manager 
Bart Jahnke, KB9NM, who also 
Says tumaround time in Gettysburg 
is hovering around the FGU’s self- 
imposed maximum of 90 days. 
Fines for broadcast 

““* The FCC has reattirmed a 
$17,500 fine against a Chambers- 
burg, Pennsylvania man, Andrew 
R. Yoder who the Commission says 
“willfully and repeatedly” operated 
an unlicensed broadcast station on 
7415 kHz in 1990 and 1991. Yoder 
had filed an application for review 
of the May 1992 FCC forfeiture 
order, in March the FCC denied the 
application and gave Yoder 30 


days to pay the fine. 

Illegal power amplifiers 
“** In Florida, the FCC issued 
Notices of Apparent Liability to 
three Citizen’s-band operators, for 
violations including using illegal 
power amplifiers. The fines were 
for $1000, $1500, and $4000. 


Unauthorized frequencies 


™** The FCC also released a list of 
eight individuals cited recently for 
violations including “operating 
radio stations without proper auth- 
orization and operating on unauth- 
orized frequencies.” The fines 
ranged from $250 to $6400. 
Further details were not given. 


Washington 
State to protect 
amateurs 


Washington State has new 
legislation to protect amateurs. On 
March 23, the governor signed 
Senate Bill 569/, a bill that will, 
according to its backers, limit the 
ability of municipalities to enact 
antenna and tower regulations, by 
pointing out the federal pre-emp- 
tions of the FCC's PAB-1 


Credited with promoting this 
legislation were DR. HKalph Schu 
maker, WX7T, and members of the 
Mike and Key Club of Seattle, 
according to ARRL State Govern 
ment Liaison Frank Price, KD7AC. 


Price said that members of the 
Senate initially were sympathetic 
to the bill, which is worded in 
general terms, bul thev also real- 


ized that municipalities have ar 
abligation to consider issues con- 
ceming health, safety, and other 
factors concerning general weltarc. 
“Tests of the provisions of this bill 
will come, I am sure, “Price said, 
“in the near future.” 


The bill reads: No (city or town, 
code city, or county) shall enact o, 
enioree an ordinance or regulatior 
that falls to conform to the limite. 
pre-emption entitled “Amateu, 
Radio Preemption, 101 FOC 2x 
982 (1985)" issued by the federa, 
COMIMUTCAIONS COMUTISSION. 


An ordinance or regulation 
adopted by a city or town with 
respect to amateur radio antennas 
shall conform to the limited federal 
precmption, that states local regu- 
lations that involve placement, 
screening, or height of antennas 
based on health, safety, or aesthe- 
tic considerations must be cratted 
to reasonably accummmodate ama- 
teur communications, and to repre- 
sent the minimal practicable regu- 
lation lo accomplish the local auth- 
ority’s legitimate purpose." 


The bill's backers told the 
senators, as background, that 
“amateur radio operators seeking 
to erect antenna and support sys- 
tems are often frustrated or 
delayed by restrictive local zoning 
ordinances. 


While local government actions 
have been partially preempted by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, amateur radio operators 
seek to avoid time, expense, and 
delay challenging local actions 
that fail to conform to the “FCC 
policy.” 


Are you the 
new kid on the 
block? 


By Steve Ford, WB8IMY 


You just bought your first 
2-meter FM transceiver, but you 
seem to be doing more listening 
than transmitting. What's wrong? 


All revved up and no place to 
go. You know the feeling . . . and 
so do I. You just unpacked your 
first 2-meter FM transceiver and 
you're dying to use it. You punch in 
the frequency of the local repeater 
and listen. Silence. This is the 
moment of truth. You key the 
microphone and, in your most con- 
fident voice, announce, “WB&IMY 
listening.” 


The repeater transmits for a few 
seconds, then stops. Surcly 
someone is reaching for their 
microphone. They'll call you in just 
a few seconds... won't they? The 
seconds stretch into minutes. 
“WBSIMY  listening,”’ you 
announce again, this time with 
added urgency. Still nothing. 


Again the lonely minutes pass. 
Maybe you just picked a bad time. 
You'll try again in an hour or so. As 
you reach for the POWER switch, 
the repeater suddenly comes to 
life. 


“WBSISZ this is WB8SVN. You 
around, Dave?” 


“WB8SVN from WBSISZ. I’m 
here. Did you just get off work?” 
Now you feel a new emotion-- 
anger!” It’s a safe bet that one of 
these two guys were listening 
before. Why didn’t they answer 
you? Is it because you're a new 
ham? 


‘The Shy Communicators 


Hams pride themselves on their 
ability to communicate, yet there is 
an odd contradiction: many hams 
are painfully shy! If you don’t 
believe this, go to any hamfest. 
Chances are, you'll sce hams 
whose call signs you recognize- 
-hams who are constantly chatter- 
ing on the local repeaters, So why 
are these same hams wandering 
around so quictly? When you 
approach them, why do they seem 
so ill at ease and reluctant to talk? 


The answer lies in the nature of 
Amateur Nadio itself. With the 
exception of visual modes such as. 
ATV, no one can see you when 
you're on the air. You could be 
holding a conversation with 
someone while wearing little more 
than your underwear. They’d never 
know! 


In other words, ham radio allows 
us to hold the world at arms length 
while still maintaining contact. It 
acts as a filter and a shield for 
those who are uncomfortable with 
close, personal communications. 


Breaking through the shyness 
barrier to communicate with a 
stranger is difficult. Think back to 
your school days. When the tea- 
cher asked for student volunteers 


for a project, why did you hesitate? 
Perhaps you wanted to see i: 
anyone else was willing to join you 
No one wants to be the first tc 
raise their hand! A similar situatior 
occurs on repeaters 


When you announced that you 
were listening, a dozen people may 
have heard you. No one recog- 
nized your call sign, (hough. You're 
a stranger, an unknown. I's as 
though the teacher just got on the 
epeater and asked for volunteers to 
speak to you. Who will be the first 
to step forward? 


For many hams, the familiar line of 
reasoning is, “Hmmm... | don’t 
know this guy. What would | say to 
him? Nah... I'll wait. ’'m sure 
someone else will give him a call.” 
The problem is, when all the hams 
on the repeater feel this way, no 
one replies! 


And so il goes on repeaters 
throughout the country. The pro- 
blem isn’t you per se, it’s that fact 
that you’re a stranger. So how do 
you make the from 
stranger to friend? 


Breaking the Ice 


It you keep announcing that 
you're “listening,” someone is 
bound to come back to you even- 
tually. This could take a long time 
-especially if you're trying to start a 
conversation during less popular 
hours. 


transition 


To really break the ice and shed 
your “‘stranger’ label, you need to 
assert yourself on the air. That is, 
you need to become part of an 
existing conversation. Listen to the 
repeater during the early moming 
and late atternoon. that’s when it’s 


likely to be used the most. As you 
hear stations talking to each other, 
listen for an opportunity to contri- 
bute something--even if it’s just a 
question 


Let's say (hat you find two hams 
discussing computers... 


“KRIS from WRID. Well, hm 
definitely going to pick up some 
extra memory at the show 
tomorrow. | figure | need at least 2 
megabytes.” 


“I don’t know, Larry. | think 4 
megabytes would be a better 
choice for the kind of software 
you're running.” 


Even if you don’t own a 
computer, | bet you can think of a 
question that 
exeusc to Join the conversation. In 
ihe pauses between their transmis- 
sions, announce your call sign. 


will give you an 


“WB8IMY" 


“Well, there’s a new voice. An... 
WBSIMY . . . I think it was -_ . this 
is KR1S. How can I help you?” 


“Hello. My name is Steve and | 
live in Wallingford. i'm thinking 
about buying a compuler for my 
Amateur Radio station, but I'm a 
little confused. You guys seem 
knowledgeable. Can you give mea 
recommendation?” 


Perfect! Stroking a person’s ego 
is the best way to get them talking! 
With luck, these fellows will be 
more than happy to show off their 
expertise. Just keep the questions 
and comments coming. 


If you engage in enough of these 
conversations on the same repea- 
ter, you'll gradually melt through 
the shyness barrier. In time, your 


call sign will be as tamiliar as any 
other. When you say, “WBSIMY 
listening,” you'll have a much bet- 
ter chance of getting a response. 
After all, they'll know you, 


Getting Involved 


Another way to establish 
yourself is lo become involved in 
club activities. Look for a local club 
that’s active in public-service 
events. Allend (he meetings 
regularly and be prepared to volun- 
teer whenever they ask for help. 
Don't worry about your lack of 
experience in public-service 
operating. Believe me, it isn’t that 
difficult. You'll be tald exactly what 
to do and, in most cases, a 
experienced ham will be nearby. 


Some Tips to Try 


If you announce that you’re 
“fislening" and no one responds, 
wait and try again a few minutes 
later. You'll have better luck during 
the commuting hours in the morn- 
Ing and afternoon. And don’t forget 
about the shyness factor. If no one 
replies, it's not that (hey don’t like 
you, they just don’t know you. 


Try asking for a signal report 
rather than simply stating that 
you're “listening.” A report request 
gives an otherwise shy ham an 
extra incentive to call you. 


Join a club that’s active in 
public-service activities. Volunteer 
for as many events as possible. 


Whatever you do, don’t let social 
fears keep you from enjoying Ama- 
teur Radio to its fullest. If the 
locals are too shy io talk to you, 
reach out and contact them. You'll 
both benefit from the expenence! 


Masonic Home 
event needs 
volunteers 


Amateurs are needed tor the 
Annual Indiana Masonic Home 
Festival which will take place on 
Sunday, June 12th. Bob Doles 
WBSAYB will coordinate the radio 
operations that day. Approximately 
7 or 8 Amateurs with radios will be 
needed. 


Free food and drinks wiil be 
provided throughout the day. Hams 
will furnish communications for the 
Masons who are parking cars, com- 
munications for a parade on the 
grounds, and communications for 
the Masonic officials in charge. 
The parade is scheduled to begin 
at 2 PM. Amateurs are free to 
leave afler the parade. 


This is an opportunity to enjoy 
some good food, fun and fellow- 
ship in the sun, and an opportunity 
to gain more experience in a type 
of operation that could have appli- 
cation for cmergency type situa- 
tions. 


A few more operators are 
needed. If you can help please 
contact either Bob WBSAYB or 
Jack NT9J. 


Who is this| 
member of] 
the club? 


He attends 
most of the| 


L: i 2. club. mcct- 
5 ings, 


[Last month’s mystery) 
club member was NOPUA 


It’s time for 
everyone to get 
involved! 


As early as 1917 records show 
that women have been a part of 
Amatcur Hadio! A Miss Maris 
Dolores Estrasa passed an exa- 
mination for the highest class of 
license awarded by the Department 
of Commerce in 1917. This was the 
first lady to receive a First Grade 
Commercial Wireless Operators 
license. 


She was at Villaneuva when the 
first Mexican Revolution broke out 
and joined the statt of the revolu- 
tionary leader, Madero. When 
Madero triumphed, she was 
appointed in charge of the Mazapil 
Telegraph Office. During later tur- 
moil in the country she was less 
fortunate. In 1913, having this time 
chosen the losing side, she ended 
up in jail with her mother. After 
being released she came to the 
United States in 1916 to study 
English. She later obtained her 
wireless license in five months. 


The role of the fairer scx in 
wireless activilies was a stormy 
one. In 1819 the Wireless World 
said in an editorial, “with tew 
exceptions, the feminine lempera- 
ment is an uncertain factor in times 
of emergency.” The editorial ended 
with, “to introduce women for wire- 
less work would be unfair to 


womenkind and the mercantile 


marine.” 

But times have changed! The 
ladies have proven to be as reli- 
able in emergencics as men, and 
in some cases have out-performed 
men in their ability to weather an 
emergency situation. (Most of the 
911 operators in large urban areas 
are women, and many women are 
active on Emergency and Medical 
response teams.) 


There are 12 lady members in 
our club at the present time. This 
represents nearly 10 percent of our 
membership. During this year 
alone, 12 percent of persons taking 
tests with our test team have been 
women. So where are you gals? 
We need to have more of you 
actively involved in our club activi 
ties. With Field Day coming up you 
have an excellent opportunity to 
participate! Don’t be afraid to grab 
a microphone and call, “CQ FIELD 
DAY!" 


Here are our lady members: 
Andrea Wendt KB9AWK, Ucbbie 


Julian KB9AXD, Joan Kemp 
NSDON, Barb Cohoon KBSGWV, 
Dorothia Middleton WA9QJSB, 


Karen Vergara NSKMH, Reba Ben- 
son N9QKQ, Judith Montgomery 
N9RDO, Monda Holland N9RDR, 
Marilyn Parton N9TUK, Mary 


Shelly N9VKJ, and Gayla Davis 
NOWKV. So, let’s hear from our 10 
-NV9K 


percent! 


License your 
XYL! 


By Cindy Rogers KD4EVS 


Often a male ham askes me how 
to get his wite or girlfriend inter- 
ested in Amateur Radio. The first 
thing | tell them is to forget trying 
to forcer her. It won’t work. 


I know. I once regarded radio as 
a rival for by beloved’s affections. 
That was before he encouraged me 
to study and become a ham. Here 
are some ideas that might help. 


Promise to buy her a tiny radio 
that will fit in her purse, and a 
Callbook with her cail in it. Promise 
her callsign plates for her car. 
Bring her to hamfests, and spend 
time with her there! Otfer to teach 
her, or arrange for another ham to 
help-especially female 
ham. In other words, 
process attractive. 


another 
make the 


Compliment her on her 
technical achievement in learning 
radio theory. We women hams 
don’t want to be thought of as 
“lucky one-test wonders.” 


And (don’t choke) make room 
tor her in the ham shack. (1 can 
just hear ail those jaws hitting the 
floor.) Don't encourage her to get 
her license only to leave her out of 
hamming. And when you're with 
other 
hams) let your pride in her achieve- 
ment show! 


people (especially other 


Amateur Radio has improved 
the marriage of this hamette and 
her radio Romeo! It’s a hobby we 
enjoy together, as well as a service 
to others. And together we enjoy 
the friendship of the best people in 
the world: other hams! 


from “Trianale East ARA and ABNS. 
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Increasing your 
code speed 


By Lec Aurick, WISE 


You Can Copy Thirty Words Per 
Minute! Are you finding it difficult 
lo increase your code speed? Use 
these techniques to go as high as 
30 words per minute—or beyond! 


| qualified for an ARKL 30 
word-per-minute code proficiency 
certificate in 1954. In the nearly 40 
years that have passed since then, 
it's been my pleasure to help more 
than a thousand people pass their 
code tests. After so many ycars of 
teaching, 've managed to accumu- 
late a small collection of helpful 
tips. I've also observed a few 
things that, in my opinion, you 
should avoid. 


Let's start abolishing the notion 
it's only necessary to practice 15- 
or 20- minutes at a time, a couple 
of times a week. | have one word 
for that idea: nonsense! By the 
time you get around lo your next 
practice session, you may slip back 
to where you were beforc. At this 
pace, progress is slow--lantaliz- 
ingly slow. 


Code instructars should be 
honest with their students. They 
should tell (hem that it’s going to 
require some effort and dedication. 
A coach doesn’t tell his basketball 
hopefuls thal (he road to the NBA 
is lined with velvet. He tells them 
that there are tough times ahead. 
Why are they less truthful with 
aspiring hams? 


The Farnsworth Method 


Should a code student begin at 
five words per minute and work 
upward trom there? How about 
starting at 50 words per minute 
instead? (1 can hear the gasps 
now.) No, I’m not suggesting that 
we bombard them with CW conver- 
Sations at that speed--just charac- 
ters! 


This technique is put to good 
use in what nas come to be known 
as the “Famsworth Method.” The 
letters are formed at anywhere 
from 15 to 18 words per minute, 
but are sent with 5 word-per- 
minute spacing. It may seem like 
an unusual method, but it works. 


You begin by learning each 
character. As soon as you're con- 
fident that you know each letter, 
number and punctuation mark, 
Start decreasing the spacing bet- 
ween them. The sounds of the 
characters remain the same, only 
the spacing changes. 


Within a short time, you'll 
reduce the spacing from (he 5 
WPM level to 18 WPM. During this 
process you don’t need to releam 
the characters--you already know 
them at 18 WPM! in other words, 
they're the same characters you 
Icarned the first time around 
They’re just coming at you faster. 


Code Practice Tapes 


Some of the worst tapes in 
existence are those which purport 
to send code as though you are 
listening to two stations having a 
conversation. Many use very poor 
procedures, that’s reason 
enough not to use them. As a new 
ham, the last things you need to 
leam are bad habits. In addition, 


and 


these tapes are easily memorized 
making them nearly worthless fo 
instruction. 


On (he other hand, tapes tha’ 
use the Farnsworth Method are 
fine leaming tools for new hams 
and | encourage you to use them. 
(ARRL practice tapes employ the 
Farnsworth Method.) 


Tapes not withstanding, if you 
already have a Novice or Techni- 
cian ticket, | have four very impor- 
tant words for you: GET ON THE 
AIR. Seek out stations working just 
a bit faster than you can copy. So 
what, if you have to ask the other 
station to repeat his or her name? 


The code practice available 
trom W1AW is an excellent way in 
which to determine just how fast 
you're capable of copying. Use 
W1AW to measure your progress 
as you practice. 


Complete radio 
station for sale 


An area church has some! 
[Amateur Radio Fquipment  forl 
sale. This is equipment that was 
used to maintain contact with a) 
|missionary in Haiti who was forced) 
to evacuate. 


| 


The equipment tor sale consist: 
f a Kenwood 830-S, Kenwood| 
MC-50 Mike, 35) 
bs tower, rotor, and beams com-| 
plete with coax and fittings. 


ntenna tuner, 


If you know of anyone interested 
lin part or all of this equipment 
joontact Handy or Peggy at! 
\787-6229. 


Should we change 
the 13 WPM CW to 
10 WPM? 


The biggest news out of Dayton 
involves a plan being hatched by 
amateur radio equipment manufac- 
turers and magazine publishers. 
They want easier licensing require- 
ments for access to HF spectrum. 
Amatcur Radio Industry Group 
members say the 13 word per 
minute Morse Code requirement 
for HF access should be lowered to 
10 words a minute and they plan to 
work toward that goal. 


At their April 28th meeting, 
group members discussed the 
plan, including petitioning the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. Giving advice to the group is 
former FCC official Ray Kowalski. 
He tells group members the timing 
for such a move is excellent, since 
Washington's polilical climate is so 
heavily geared toward emerging 
technologies. 


“What's good for amateur radio 
is good for America. This is where 
the technicians and the bright 
young minds get their start. This is 
the fertile ground where they are 
planted. And if we don’t nurture 
that and keep it growing and going, 
comes the next time we need 
engineers maybe we will rent them 
from Taiwan or some place, we will 
not have them home grown.” Ray 
Kowalski, former FCC official. 


The hottest selling ham gear 
lately has been VHF and UHF 
equipment. That reflects the strong 
growth in codeless technician class 
hams, 


But equipment manuracturcrs 
are trustraled by marginal profits 
trom sales of big ticket HT items. 
Some manufacturers say current 
code requirements aci as a barrier 
to hams who would otherwise 
populate the HF bands. Ray 
Kowalski, currently a Washington 
lawyer dealing in communications 
issues, tells group members they 
should act on their wishes before 
the year is out. 


“There is a window of oppor 
tunity that is now open. In Wash- 
ington, when a new administration 
comes in, it takes them a year to 
get their act together, and by the 
fourth year they are hunkering 
down for the election. They don’t 
want to do anything that will make 
anybody mad. So there is that two 
year window of opportunity in any 
administration where everything 
gets done. We are in that window 
now. So this is a great time to be 
thinking about whal changes are 
necessary and natural for this ser- 
vice, this hobby, what ever you 
want to call it." Ray Kowalski, 
former FCG official. 


One of those attending the 
amateur group meeting is Yacsu 
USA's Kevin Karamanos, WD6DIH. 


“4 think in the long term the 
industry is going to try to get 
together and promote the techni- 
cian lo move up to general class 
and hopefully populate the HF 
bands. We need to do what over 
we can to gel more folks up there 
and move up.” Kevin Karamanos, 
WD6DIH, Yaesu USA. 


Are the Hadio makers trying to 
control our hobby? 


EDITORIAL 


Every now and then there is a 
development in Amateur Radio thai 
requires somc real consideration 
by the members of our hobby! The 
other column on this page  sug- 
gests that we should lower the 
code requirements from 13 to 10 
WPM CW for the general class 
license. It is also obvious that the 
reason for the suggestion is to 
increase sales of HF equipment! 


Now, doesn’t this sound fam- 
iliar? Lower the requirements to 
sell more radios? Surely the 
Federal Government will love this! 
The same government that on the 
one hand berates the educational 
systems for not producing better 
graduates but who on the other 
hand passes laws and quota sys- 
tems that lower the standards of 
admission to our colleges! 


Can you think of any situation 
where the product was improved by 
lowering the quality (standards)? 
Probably not, but our manutac- 
turers think otherwise. 


We made the entry level easier 
with the no-code tech 
which was a means of getting more 
hams licensed. These new techs 
can see the advantages of upgrad- 
ing to acquire HF priveleges. Many 
have passed the 13 WPM code to 
graze in these greener pastures! 
Other techs are preparing to do so 
soon. So why change? 


license 


| have no quarrel with making 
changes that will improve our 
hobby. But changes should be 
made for the 7gff reason, not for 
selling more radios! -NVOK 


How to 
convince 
your wife 


By Dick McK tveen 
W4YWA 


How do we convince the 
spouse to let us put up an 
antenna tower on our properiy? 
Gonvincing our disinterested, 
uninitiated, unbriefed, unsym- 
pathetic overseer that such an 
addition to the family ranch could 
benefit the [amily, the neighbors, 
the town, and whole darned 
country is a big order. No? 


The author's Brain Trust and 
Think Tank have directed their 
skills toward this problem, and 
have come up with justifications 
for a tower despite its utter lack 
of ment in the eyes of anyone 
other than a ham. 


A key factor in initiating 
debate on the worthiness of a 
tower is picking the right time 
and place. I's best to begin 
when the better half is comfor- 
table, in a good mood, and pre- 
disposed to a rational discussion 
of this important matter. 


You might begin after 
presenting your mate with a lav- 
ish gift prior to going out to 
dinner. The time may be npe 
when the spouse has been hint- 
ing about a new outfit, Rolex 
watch, or car. By all means, be 
sure the air is clear and the 
almosphere cordial. Reasoning 
along the following lines may 
help: 


1. Remind the boss that 
visilors oflen have difficulty spot- 
ting your house, for lack of a 


suilable landmark. Explain how a 
90 foot tower would be visible to 
all who reach the general vin 
cinity. 

2. Point out that, once an 
imposing structure like an 
antenna tower Is in place, you 
will be the envy of the neighbor- 
hood. Everyone who beholds it 
will know of your technical 
aptitude and scientific expertise 
Your family will gain new and 
lasting respect. 


S. You might also remind the 
spouse how much your family 
needs a sturdy ouldoor clothes- 
line, which a stately, rugged 
tower could support. 


4. If you plan to fasten the 
tower to (he house, mention that 
the tower will anchor your abode 
against any hurricane, tornado, 
or earthquake that tries to sweep 
your castle away. 


5. Mention the sensational 
lighted holiday decorations that 
you can hoist high, so the whole 
county can marvel at you decora- 
tive skill- a sparkling Christmas 
Star, a lighted Easler cross, an 
exploding fire cracker for the 4th, 
and a turkey silhouette for 
Thanksgiving, not to mention a 
flaming heart for Valentine’s 
Day! 


6. If the boss fears thunder- 
storms, say the tower will be 
grounded in accordance with the 
best engincering practice, and 
will provide a cone of protection 
for your house, making your fam- 
ily as cozy and safe as a bug ina 
rolled rug. 


from the indian River AKC “Spurious Emis- 
sions” and ABNS. 


Mark Twain: Always do right. 
This will gratity some people and 
astonish others! 


Tally ho! 
Chasing the fox 


As our repeater becomes 
more popular it has increasingly 
become the target of malicious 
interference. It is the Mid-stale 
ARC policy lo ignore that person 
and continue your conversation 
as best as possible. At first it 
may seem to be a major im 
tation, but in the long run that 
individue!l usually loses interest 
in interfering and leaves the air- 
waves. 


In light of more frequent 
QRM we have asked Paul Boh- 
rer, W9DUU, to demonstrate his 
equipment and techniques for 
DFing unwanted signals. Over 
the past thirty years Paul has 
chased malicious signals, bal- 
loons and school buses to tind 
the source of interference and 
stuck transmitters. 


Paul’s expertise has been 
uscd by amateurs and law 
enforcement officials throughout 
the midwest. He has chased 
foxes from Kansas Cily to Col- 
umbus and from the Wisconsin 
Dells to the mountains of Ten- 
nessee. 


Bring your ideas and ques- 
lions to the May 21st meeting 
and prepare to hear and possibly 
enter another fun and fascinating 
arca of ham radio. 


mecting this satur- 
day. Program: Fox 
Hunting with Paul 
[Bohrer W9DUU. 


Iso VE_ testing 
after the meeting. 


Been trying lo figure my 
adjusted gross income. | adjus- 


ted it and it’s still gross. 


**2A teenage girl showed off her 
prom dress for her father and 
asked him it it was cul loo low. 
The father answered, "Either that 
or you're not in it far enough.” 


***A visitor to Texas was asked, 
"What do you think of civilization 
oul here?” The visitor answered, 
“Lthink it would be a great idea!” 


*“What's a lighl year? A year 
that has 40 percent fewer 
calories than a regular year, 


***You know you are in trouble 
when you tell your doctor your 
systoms and he keeps backing 
away from you. 


**If it wasn’t for the guy who 


invented TV, we'd still be eating 
frozen radio dinners! 


™*The secret ballot is great. It 
gives you the chance to say that 
you didn't vote for the guy who 
gol in. 


™*The pilot sounded confident 
when he told (he passengers, 
“Two of our engines are out, and 
the other two are on fire. But 
don’t worry. I’m putting on my 
parachute and going for help.” 


*** You have to give my wife a 
lot of credit. She can't get along 
without it. 


“* One of these days there's 
going to be as much crime on the 
street as there is on TV. 


Criticism shouldn't be 
allowed to bother you. If it had 
any power to hurt, the skunk 
would be extinct. 


*** A man went to his doctor and 
reported, "I take a look in the 
mirror, and | think I'm looking at 
a dead man. My face is thin, my 
cheeks are hollow, my skin is 
sallow, my hair is falling out. 
What is it?” 


The doctor said, "I don't know. 
But f can tell you one thing: your 
eyesight’s perfect!” 


*** A drunken driver was heading 
up a one-way slreel the wrong 
way. A policeman stopped him, 
pulled him over, and asked, 
"Where do you think you are 
going?” 

The drunken driver answered, 
“I don't know. But! must be late, 
because everybody else is com- 
ing back.” 


*** He's really something. When 
he walks into an empty room he 
blends right in. 


*** To grow eggplant , plant a 
chicken. 


*** Experionce is what you have 
when you are too old to get a 
job. 


*** A farmer won $10 million ina 
lottery. Asked what he was 
going to do with the money he 
answered, "I guess I'll just keep 
farming till it's gone.” 


™™* A man does a favor for a 
wealthy potentate. To thank him 
the potentate asks what gift he 
can bestow. The man says, "Just 
gel me a couple of golf clubs.” 


Two weeks later, a note 
arrives at the man’s house. It 
says, "Bought the golf clubs. 
One is in Palm Springs, the other 
is in Florida. But | have to 
apologize. Only one of them has 
@ swimming pool.” 


*** An optimist thinks the glass is 
half-full. The pessimist thinks 
it's half-empty. the realist 
knows that before long he will 
have to wash the glass. 
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BENS WEATHER TIPS 


By Ben Woods Channel 8 TV 


Spring is such a changeable time of ycar 
weaiherwise in Indiana. The warmer temperatures are 
welcomed by all, but it’s those warmer conditions that 
can add to atmospheric instability that causes severe 
thunderstorms. 


Such was the case last month when tomadoes 
touched down in the Hoosier state. On April 15 around 
9 a.m. in indianapolis a F 1 Tornado touched down on 
the north side of town. Fortunately, no serious injuries 
occurred. However, on April 28, a more powerful 
tornado, a F-3 with winds around 160 mph, tore 
through Klondike, IN (northwest of Lafayette) with 
considerable damage, over 50 injuries, and 3 deaths. 


The tomado touched down at 12:01 a.m. and 
traveled at over 60 mph before lifting back into the 
skies at 12:06 a.m.. A severe thunderstorm warning 
was issued for Tippecanoe county at 12:04 am. and 
then updated to a tornado warning at 12:12 a.m... 

Since area sirens arc only activated from tornado 
warnings, the lormado in Klondike (and Indianapolis) 
caught many by surprise. 

The National Weather Service forecast office in 
Indianapolis has the pressure on this spring to catch 
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tornadoes (or at least the mesocyclone that precedes 
them) on their new multi-million dollar Doppler radar. 


I's hoped by everyone that familiarity with the new 
radar and with how tornadic storms appear on radar 
here in the Midwest will improve the warning of 
storms, The Doppler Radar archives weather radar 
data and allows the retrieval of past storms for further 
study and analysis. 


Climatologically, April was a warmer and wetter 
than normal month. Indianapolis averaged 54.1 
degrees (1.7 warmer (han average) and the circle city 
collected 5.62 inches of rainfall (+1.92”). It appears 
the month of May could be a continuation of a warm 
and wet pattern. The National Weather Service-30-day 
outlook for May has Indiana (and most of the eastem 
U.S.) with above normal temperatures and above 
normal precipitation. 


Mid-Statc Amateur Radio Club 


Post Office Box 836 Franklin, In. 46131 
Club Repeater: 146.835 


Spark-Gap is published monthly and is available by 
‘lass mai] 10 non-members for $5.00 per year. 


